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Biography Professor María Montes de Oca  
 

She received her medical degree from the Central University of 
Venezuela, in Caracas, Venezuela, and completed  Internal 
Medicine Specialization and Pulmonary Medicine and Critical 
Care Medicine from the  Central University of Venezuela and Tufts 
University School of Medicine Boston, MA., U.S.A, respectively.          
Dr. Montes de Oca is Full Professor of Pulmonary Medicine 
(Tenured Professor) Central University of Venezuela, School of 
Medicine and Former Past-President of the Latin American 
Association of Thorax (ALAT) period 2012-2014. 
Doctor Montes de Oca primary research interest is in COPD and 
she is the author and coauthor of 105 articles in peer-reviewed 
journals including: New England Journal of Medicine, Lancet, Eur 

Respir J, Am J Respir Crit Care Med, Chest, Archivos de Bronconeumología, Respiratory 
Medicine, Pulmonary Pharmacology & Therapeutics, International Journal of Tuberculosis and 
Lung Disease, PLoS One, BMC Pulm Med, Respiratory Care, J Bras Pneumol. among other. 
Dr Montes de Oca is a Principal Investigator of some epidemiological studies in Latin America 
such as: Latin American Research Project on Pulmonary Obstruction (PLATINO), the 
Prevalence Study and Regular Practice, Diagnosis and Treatment, Among General 
Practitioners in Populations at Risk of COPD in Latin America (PUMA) and Latin American 
Study of 24-hs Symptoms in Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) Patients 
(LASSYC) studies.   
She is member of the Scientific Committee and Board of Directors of the GLOBAL INITIATIVE 
FOR CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE PULMONARY DISEASE (GOLD). 
 
 


